Recovery of the sensory defect began during the first few days after admission and was followed by improvement in power of the limbs. With graduated exercises improvement continued, so that 5 weeks after admission he was discharged home with full return of power in his arms and able to walk with the aid of a walking stick. 
In 1957 chronic lymphatic leukaemia had been diagnosed and since that time the patient had been regularly observed in the out-patient department. Treatment was initially with steroids because of haemolytic anaemia, and later in 1962 he had a course of chlorambucil.
However, the only drug he had taken in the 7 months before the present admission was a main- 
